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WHY LEARN 
SPANISH? 

 

A Brief Insight into Spanish 



Españ ol/Spanish 

 It is the second most spoken language in the world as a first language 
with approximately 406 million speakers.  
 

 It ranks among the five most spoken languages in the world. 
 
 It is the second most studied language: around 46 million students of 

Spanish in 90 countries. 
 

 It is spoken in 44 countries.  
 

 Total number of Spanish speakers (native and non-native) is around 470-
500 million   
 

     

Source: Ethnologue. Lewis, M. Paul, Gary F. Simons, and Charles D. Fennig (eds.). 2013. Ethnologue: Languages of 
the World, Seventeenth edition. Dallas, Texas: SIL International. Online version: http://www.ethnologue.com. 

http://www.ethnologue.com/


 Official language in 21 countries. Widely spoken in the USA and Brazil. 
 
 
 60 million speakers of Spanish as a second language.    
 
 
 By 2050 Spanish is expected to be spoken by 10% of the world´s 

population.  
      
     
 The third most used language in the Internet. Spanish speaking webusers 

increased by more than 300% between 2000 and 2010.  
  

Españ ol/Spanish 

Source: Ethnologue. Lewis, M. Paul, Gary F. Simons, and Charles D. Fennig (eds.). 2013. Ethnologue: Languages of 
the World, Seventeenth edition. Dallas, Texas: SIL International. Online version: http://www.ethnologue.com. 

http://www.ethnologue.com/


Spanish: a world language 
SPANISH IN THE WORLD  

around 500 million speakers 
 (first and second language) 

Countries in which Spanish is the official language. 

Countries in which there  are more than 1 million Spanish speakers.  

Countries in which Spanish is studied by more than 100,000 people. 

Countries in which Spanish is studied by more than 20,000 people. 



The Spanish University 
System 

 



The Spanish University System 

 82 public and private universities 

 335 campuses (273 in public universities and 62 in private universities). 

2,464 university degrees, 3,519 master programmes  and 1,650 Doctorate 

programmes were taught in 2013-2014 academic year. 

The QUALITY of our universities: ANECA (Agencia Nacional de Evaluación 

de la Calidad y Acreditación), National Agency for Quality Assessment and 

Accreditation) 

 



General Structure of Studies 
at University 

 



General Structure of University Studies 
 
All the Spanish Universities (both public and private) offer official degrees following the guidelines 

of The European Higher Education Area (EHEA). 

 

ECTS (European Credit Transfer System) credits are the 

standard adopted by all the universities in the European Higher 

Education Area (EHEA) in the process of convergence between 

Europe’s higher education systems. ECTS is applied in all 

European universities, and of course, in Spain. Having a 

common studies credit system within the European Union 

helps students´mobility. 

 

ECTS credits are based on the work completed by the student, 

and cover hours of class, self-study, written work, and practicals. 

An ECTS credit represents 25 hours of study. A student 

studying full-time is expected to obtain 60 ECTS credits in 

an academic year. 

 

 

 

 

 

MASTER 
PROGRAMMES  
60-120 ECTS 

DOCTORATE 
PROGRAMMES 

 3-4 Years 

DEGREE 

(Grado) 

240 ECTS 

El RD 1393/2007, por el que se establece la ordenación de las 

enseñanzas universitarias oficiales 



Official University Degrees 
 Official University degrees are valid in all of Spain, are established by 

the Government and are adapted to the European Higher Education 
Area (EHEA). Therefore, they have official validity in all the countries 
that make up the EHEA. These degrees are equivalent to/recognized in 
other countries that do not pertain to this area (countries from Latin 
America, Asia, Africa, etc.) 

 The bachelor’s and the master’s degrees are taught in the following 
areas of knowledge: 
– Arts and Humanities. 

– Experimental Sciences. 

– Health Sciences. 

– Social and Legal Sciences. 

– Engineering and Architecture. 

 



 
Bachelor´s (Grado) 

240 ECTS 

 

The bachelor’s degree (grado) replaces the old 
qualifications of undergraduate diplomas and degrees. 

 

  

To obtain a Bachelor’s degree, students must earn a 
total of 240 ECTS credits over four academic 
years (including an end of degree dissertation) 

 

BACHELOR´S

(Grado) 

240 ECTS 



 Master’s degrees comprise of between 60 and 120 
ECTS credits, spread over one or two academic years. 

 Official master’s studies aim to prepare students for 
academic, professional or research work and lead to 
the award of the master’s degree which is valid in all 
countries that are members of the European 
Higher Education Area (EHEA). 

 Students will be admitted on master’s programmes in 
accordance with the assessment criteria stipulated for 
the degree in question. 

Master's 
60-120 ECTS 

MASTER 
PROGRAMMES  
60-120 ECTS 



 You need to study an OFFICIAL MASTER´S 
DEGREE. It is valid in all countries that are members of 
the European Higher Education Area (EHEA). 

 
 There are also Non-official Masters, Masters Specialist and Masters Expert 

but they are not Official and are the individual offer of universities. They are 
non-official degrees created by the university and do not have validity in 
the EHEA. Therefore they are not recognized in other countries, but valid 
only by the same public or private university that has given the degree. 

 

Master´s 
60-120 ECTS 



 The goal of Doctoral programs in Spain is to train the student in 
advanced research techniques.  

 

 These programs are divided in two parts or cycles:  

 

– the first part consists of studying 60 credits, which can form part of the 
Master’s degree; 

 

–  the second is the actual research which culminates in the student’s 
public defence of his/her original research project (doctoral thesis). 
Regarding the duration of the program, there is a maximum of three 
years studying and researching full-time, or five years part-time. 

Doctorate 
 



Degrees with Master´s Level 

 

Medicine 

Pharmacy 

Veterinary 

Odontology 

Architecture 

DEGREE (Grado) 

300-360 ECTS 

DOCTORATE 

3-4 YEARS 

After studying one of these 
degrees (300-360 ECTS), 
the student can access a 
Doctorate programme. 



Spain as a Study Destination for 
Foreign Students 

 



Students from Abroad 
Studying in Spain 2013-2014 

Masters´Programmes 

Bachelors ´Programmes 

Source: Website of the Spanish Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports 

In recent years there has 

been a moderate increase of 

Asian students in Spanish 

universities: 8.4 % of the 

foreign students studying a 

Bachelor´s degree in Spain 

and  13.5% of the foreign 

students studying a 

Masters´programme in 

Spain . 

EU-27 Latin American & 
the Caribbean 

North Africa Rest of Europe Asia and 
Australasia 

Asia and 
Australasia 

USA and 
Canada  

Latin American & 
the Caribbean 

EU-27 
Asia and 

Australasia 
Rest of 
Europe 

USA and 
Canada  North Africa 

Rest of 
Europe 

Male Female 

Male Female 



WHY STUDY IN SPAIN?  

 

• Universities of Excellence. 
   
 
•  Part of the European Higher Education Area. 
   
 
• Long university tradition with universities founded centuries ago. 
  
 

• Best quality to price ratio 
  
 
• Multicultural student population. Spain is the preferred destination of Erasmus 
students.  
  



How to Access? 
 

Bachelor´s Degrees 
 
If you are already a university student: 

  You can continue studying in Spain. You have to contact the university directly.  

       All the universities have websites in English. 

 
If you are not a university students yet: 
 
  

 UP TO NOW: Students of countries that had no education treaties signed with Spain had to: 
 -  validate their Secondary education studies. Applicants must have their studies officially accredited. To 

carry out this process, known in Spanish as “homologación”, candidates should apply to the Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Sports. 

 
 - and then they had to sit the Spanish University admission exam (PAU, or "selectividad"). Spain’s 

University of Distance Education (UNED) organizes this examination for students from abroad.  
 
 
 NOW: It has been recently approved  to allow students of countries that had no education treaties 

signed with Spain to be admitted to the Spanish University system once they have their secondary 
school studies officially accredited. To carry out this process, known in Spanish as “homologación”, 
candidates should apply to the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports. Then they would be given a 
grade to access the university system. 
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How to Access? 
  

Master´s Degree and  
Doctorate 

 
 Students have to contact the 

university they are interested in 
directly. 

 
 Spanish universities also have 

websites in English.  
   

 

 



82 universities    
 
 50 Public 
 32 Private 

Where to study?    
Spain has some of the oldest universities in Europe: 

13th century: Salamanca, Valladolid, etc 
15th century: Barcelona, Santiago de Compostela, etc 



The Spanish Universities 

Spanish 
Universities 



PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 



PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES 



PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES 



PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES 



In which language 
to study? 

You can study in Spanish, of course. 

But you can also 

 
Study some Bachelor's, Master's and Doctorate programmes 

in English.  

 

Study some bilingual Bachelor's, Master's and Doctorate 

programmes in Spanish and English.  

 

In Spain there are also co-official languages in certain regions and the universities may 

offer studies in those languages too: Cataluña (Catalan), Galicia (Galician), Basque 

(Basque country), etc 



 

 

 0 Courses：Some universities are offering foreign students preparatory courses to 

consolidate or acquire the linguistic knowledge in Spanish necessary for everyday life as 

well as for preparing themselves for the subjects to be studied in the degree chosen.  

 

 Bilingual and Trilingual Bachelor's Degrees: 

http://www.universidad.es/sites/default/files/documentos/BACHELORS_programs2013-

2014.pdf 

 

 Bilingual and Trilingual Master's and Doctorate programmes：
http://www.universidad.es/sites/default/files/documentos/MASTER_programs2013-

2014.pdf 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

     

Spanish Universities Offer for Foreign 

Students 
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How much does living in 
Spain cost? 

 

 In comparison to other European countries, Spain 
has an excellent quality-price ratio. 

      

 

 Average monthly student/researcher´s expenditure: 
700-900€, depending on the city, type of 
accommodation  (alone or sharing) and the personal 
expenses. 

     

 



How much does studying in 
Spain cost? 

PUBLIC UNIVERSITIES:： 
 BACHELOR´S DEGREE:  from 713,4 euros up to 2011,2 euros* per academic year (60 

ECTS credits) depending on the region where the university is located. 
 National average: 1,105 euros (an average of 18.42 euros per credit) 
     
 
 MASTER PROGRAMMES (60 ECTS credits): from 1755 up to 3925 euros* depending on 

the region where the university is located. 
 National average: 2,407 euros (an average of 40.11 euros per credit) 
     
 

PRIVATE UNIVERSITIES: 
BACHELOR´S DEGREE: 5.335-15.000 euros per academic year, depending on the degree and the 

university chosen. The fees at private universities are established by the university itself. 
 
 
 
Data related to the academic year 2013-2014 published by the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sports: http://www.mecd.gob.es/dms/mecd/educacion-

mecd/areas-educacion/universidades/estadisticas-informes/datos-cifras/DATOS_CIFRAS_13_14.pdf 
 
*In Spain every region annually establishes the prices for their universities´studies. Hence, the same Bacherlor´s or Master´s degree can cost more or less 

depending on the region where the university is located. The central government establishes a minimum and a maximum price and 
each region has to establish their prices according to that range. 
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Data from questionnaires from the 
Consulates in Beijing, Shanghai, 

Guangzhou and Hong Kong 

Data November 2013.  
Source: Education Office of the Spanish Embassy in Beijing 



Data November 2013.  
Source: Education Office of the Spanish Embassy at Beijing 



Data November 2013.  
Source: Education Office of the Spanish Embassy in Beijing 



Data November 2013.  
Source: Education Office of the Spanish Embassy in Beijing 

Cost of studies

Importance of Spanish as a global language

To improve work prospects

Interest for the culture

Ease in accessing university

Further studies in your chosen field

Parents´ decision

To get a Hukou in a big city when returning to China

10.9% 

72.2% 

44.8% 

71.5% 

3.1% 

46.4% 

4.6% 

2.0% 

1. Reasons to choose Spain as your education destination 
(Several options can be chosen)   



Data November 2013.  
Source: Education Office of the Spanish Embassy in Beijing 



Data November 2013.  
Source: Education Office of the Spanish Embassy in Beijing 



Data November 2013.  
Source: Education Office of the Spanish Embassy in Beijing 



Supporting Institutions to 
Study in Spain 

 

 Education Office of the Spanish Embassy in Beijing. 
–  Email: consejeria.cn@mecd.es 

– Website: http://www.mecd.gob.es/china/  

 Consulate-General of Spain in Hong Kong and Macao 
– Email: espcghk@netvigator.com 

– Website : http://www.maec.es/consulado/hongkong 

 For further information in English:  

 Universidad.es: http://www.universidad.es/en/spain/study-spain 

 STUDY IN SPAIN http://www.studyinspain.info/?l=en 
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